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without giving him time to think. It drew hlood
in great profusion from lip and nose. He
caught me hy the wrist with hoth his hands. As
he held my right wrist in his powerful grasp, for
he was an athlete and a sportsman, I was just
on the point of raising my right foot for a kick,
which was aimed at a vital point, when the head
partner of the firm, who happened to he near,
suddenly stepped in between and separated us.
I then stood off to one side, facing my antag-
onist, who was moving off into the crowd. As I
moved away, I was asked by a voice from the
crowd:

"Do you want to fight?"

I said, "No, I was only defending myself.
Your friend insulted me and added injury to
insult. I took him for a gentleman, but he has
proved himself a blackguard."

With this stinging remark, which was heard
all over the room, I retired from the scene into
an adjoining room, leaving the crowd to com-
ment on the incident. The British Consul, who
happened to be present on the occasion, made a
casual remark on the merits of the case and
said, as I was told afterwards by a friend, that
"The young man was a little too fiery; if he
had not taken the law into his own hands, he stinger and
